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At Langdon Community Church we practice formal church membership. As a 
result, we want to ensure that each potential LCC member has a general 
understanding of what church membership is and how it is implemented at 
LCC. Within this booklet you will find that becoming a member at LCC is a four-
part process. If you are a Christian and have been an active participant in the 
life of Langdon Community Church for a minimum of 6 months, then we 
encourage you to begin the process. 
 
The four parts include: 
 
 
1. Tell Us About You 
2. Learn About Church Membership 
3. Learn About Langdon Community Church 
4. Affirmation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Tell Us About You 
 
 
Step 1 requires that you complete the membership form which has been included in 
this booklet. Once completed please submit the form to one of the church leaders 
or email it to info@langdonchurch.ca . 
 
 
 

2. Learn About Church Membership 
 
 
Step 2 requires that you complete the reading which is included in this booklet on 
church membership. The reading is a brief overview of what church membership is, 
what it means and how we practice it at Langdon Community Church.  
 
 
 

3. Learn About Langdon Community Church 
 
 
Step 3 requires meeting with at least one of the church elders. Once steps 1 and 2 
have been completed you will be contacted to schedule a time to meet at your 
convenience. This will be an opportunity for you to ask any questions that you may 
have about Langdon Community Church. A part of learning about us is being 
informed as to what we as a church believe, how we as a church operate and what 
your role as a member would be in that. 
 
 
 

4. Affirmation 
 
 
Step 4 is where your membership is officially declared and affirmed before the 
church. At least 2 weeks prior to this, the elder board will announce to the church 
your intention to become a member. If during that time the elders do not receive 
any objections or information from the congregation that would give cause to delay 
the process, you will be officially declared and affirmed as a member of Langdon 
Community Church. 
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1. Tell Us About You 
 
 
 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
Contact Numbers 
 
Email address 
 
DOB 
 
Marital Status                                
 
Marriage Date if applicable 
 
Spouses Name 
 
Child Names and DOB 
 
 
 
 
 
How long have you lived in Langdon (the Langdon area)? 
 
 
What is your occupation? 
 
 
Anything else you would like to share? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tell Us About Your Personal Journey 
 
 
Do you see yourself as a sinner in need of grace and have repented of your sin? 
 
 
Have you placed your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
 
 
Briefly describe how and when this happened for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you believe your sin is forgiven? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you in obedience to the command of Jesus expressed your faith and 
commitment to him through baptism? 
 
 
If so, briefly describe how and when this happened for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How would you say God has gifted you personally for the benefit of others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tell Us About Your Church Family Journey 
 
 
What church did you attend before LCC? 
 
 
Are you currently a member there? 
 
 
Why did you leave? 
 
 
 
Describe any areas in which you may have served or been an active participant 
there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you aware of any unresolved conflict between yourself and the people or 
leadership of your former church? 
 
 
 
Are you currently, or have you ever been under the discipline of the church? 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you be comfortable with us contacting your previous church family should 
the need arise? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tell Us About Your Journey Here 
 
 
How long have you been attending LCC? 
 
 
Describe briefly what brought you to LCC? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you currently involved, attending or serving in any of the LCC groups or 
ministries? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you want to become a member of LCC? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any specific questions for the LCC leadership? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Learn About Church Membership 
 
 
Who is a church member? 
 
 In our society we often think of the church exclusively as a building or a place, 
when in fact the bible describes the church as a collective of people. The word 
church in the bible comes from the Greek word ekklesia which means an “assembly 
of people or called out people”. The church is a collective of people made up of 
persons who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. Specifically, his saving work 
from the power and penalty of sin as accomplished through his life, death, 
resurrection and current reign. In other words, Gods church is a people who have 
trusted in the gospel; good news of Jesus Christ. This collective of people is made 
up of all believers worldwide and is what the bible calls the church. Anyone in Gods 
church is said to be “in Christ” and now part of a body of people consisting of many 
members. The verses below describe the church collectively otherwise known as 
the universal church. 
 
Ephesians 1 
 

22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
 
Romans 12 
 

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 
 

 
In addition to the church being described as a body of which a Christian is a 
member, it is also described as a flock of which Christians are sheep, a harvest of 
which Christians are wheat, a temple or house of which Christians are stones or 
bricks. 
 
As a Christian you are a sheep in the flock, wheat in the harvest and a stone in the 
temple. If you are in Christ, you are a member of the body, Gods church. You are a 
church member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What is church membership? 
 
 Although all Christians are in Christ and thus members of the universal or 
collective church; Gods design and plan for his church and each of its members is to 
belong to a smaller local church. While the universal church consists of all believers 
worldwide, the local church is made up of a smaller group of believers from a 
particular location. Church membership is simply the commitment between a 
member of Gods church, to a local smaller body of believers in Christ. The verses 
below describe, not the church as a whole, but smaller expressions in a particular 
location. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 1 
 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

 
1 Corinthians 4 
 

17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to 
remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 

 
Romans 16 
 
 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 
 
 
  
 The universal church being described as a body is composed of smaller bodies 
all over the world, a flock made up of smaller flocks, a large harvest of wheat which 
comprises of smaller harvests, and a temple or house which is built up of smaller 
temples or houses scattered throughout the world. 
 
Church membership at it’s core is simply when a Christian (someone who is already 
a member of Gods universal church), commits to a smaller church in their particular 
location. Langdon Community Church is a smaller local church, one of thousands of 
churches within the universal church. A local church of which Christians in the area 
have opportunity to commit to and in turn have that commitment be reciprocated. 



 
 
 
 
Where is church membership in the bible? 
 
 While the bible never uses the term church membership nor concisely 
commands us to become members of a local church, it strongly implies its reality in 
many ways throughout the New Testament. The concept of Christians belonging to 
a smaller local expression of the universal church is evident in many ways of which 
we will briefly point out four. 
 

1.  Observation 
 
 To begin, simply by observing the New Testament letters, we see that each 
were written either to a local church, or leaders of a local church. In observing how 
the New Testament church began in the book of Acts, we see that the God who 
values each sheep to the point of numbering each hair on their head (Matthew 
10:30); finds it significantly important that his church keep a record of those who 
have trusted in him. Not for his benefit of course as God knows who are his (2 Tim. 
2:19), but for ours. 
 
Acts 1 
 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons 
was in all about 120) 
 
 



  
Acts 2 
 

41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that 
day about three thousand souls… 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved. 

 
Acts 4 
 

4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand. 
 

  
 
 

2.  Operation 
 

 
 We see that in order for the church body to function in a healthy unified 
manner, it requires the individuals within each local setting to work together. Each 
person using their God given talents, resources and gifts for kingdom work for the 
glory of God. This type of function and unity would not be possible without 
individual believers being committed to a local church body. 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12 
 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense 
of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?  
18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body. 
 
 
 



 
 For an individual to not belong to a local church is to be outside of Gods design 
for his church and thus cause the individual and the body to be unhealthy. The 
individual misses out on the benefits of being connected to a body and the body 
misses the benefit of a member and the talent, resources and gifts in which God has 
blessed them with. Which is why the writer of Hebrews states in chapter 10, “24 And 
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
 
 
 

3.  Oversight 
 
 While Jesus Christ is the one and only Good Shepherd to each believer, he has 
given instruction that until his return there would be under-shepherds within the 
churches who would oversee the sheep of the flock. 
 
Acts 14 
 
 23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer 
and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 
 
 
Titus 1 
 
 5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, 
and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 
 
 
 The under-shepherds or elders/deacons/pastors of each church are to meet 
specific qualifications (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9) and are given specific duties. 
Duties which include making major decisions (Acts 15:1-2), praying for the sick 
(James 5:14), lead and serve with humility (1 Peter 5:1-4), watch and guard the 
spiritual life of the church (Heb. 13:17) and being devoted to prayer and the word 
(Acts 6:2-4). The elders/deacons/pastors are to “shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you” and the flock is to “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls”. For this to happen effectively the leaders must 
commit to a local body and a local body to it’s leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  One-Another 
 
 The words one another is used over 100 times in the New Testament. While 
some can be applied to relationships in general, the majority of the one another 
verses in the bible apply to how the church is to interact or not interact with one 
another. The one another verses promote unity, peace, love and humility among the 
community of believers.  
 
Romans 15 
 
 “5…live in such harmony with one another…” 
 
Mark 9 
 
 “50 …be at peace with one another.” 
 
John 13 
 
 “34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another.” 
 
Galatians 5 
 
 “13… serve one another.” 
 
 
 Again, for this to work effectively over time as the church operates and pursues 
kingdom work under the leadership of the under shepherds; a commitment 
between individuals to a local body is needed. 
 
 
Why does church membership matter? 
 
 Keeping in mind that believers are “in Christ” and thus received into the family 
of God as his adopted children. We are then recipients according to his word in 
Romans 8 which promises that there is no condemnation for us, that we belong to 
him, he is for us and not against us, he will work all things together for our good and 
that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. Whatever God instructs or 
requires of us is always birthed out of his love for us and for our good and joy. In a 
place where the world, the devil and our flesh war against us, in his wisdom God has 
shown us that those in Christ are not to be single members, lone sheep, or single 
bricks but rather a part of a local unified body. The New Testament makes no room 
for a private relationship with Jesus and an individualistic Christianity. But rather a 
personal relationship with Jesus which works its way out in a community of faith. 
Church membership matters because at its core it matters to God. 



3. Learn About Langdon Community Church 
 
 In the context in which we also find ourselves today, church membership also 
has other benefits not plainly outlined in Scripture such as: 
 
 
 1.  Protection of the church in matters of voting and decision making. 
 2.  Can potentially guard the church to an extent in legal matters. 
 3.  Provides a greater sense of belonging and commitment. 
 
As church membership practices and policy may vary from church to church, below 
is some information to review prior to a meeting with an elder of the church. It 
includes an excerpt taken from our constitution regarding membership followed by 
our Affirmation of Faith; what we teach and stand by in terms of our beliefs. 
 
 
ARTICLE I:  MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Membership Requirements – Those who desire to become members of this 
church must have attended this church for at least six months and meet the 
following requirements: 
 
 a. Repented, believed in, received, and converted to Jesus Christ as Saviour 

and Lord. 
 b. Publicly expressed one’s faith in and conversion to Jesus Christ through 

believer’s baptism and committed to life-long discipleship. 
 c. Agrees with the Affirmation of Faith (Appendix 1), commits to the Mission 

of this church, and commits to the Membership Responsibilities as per 
Article I-2 below. 

 d. Completes a Church Membership Class, and an accepted membership 
application. 

 
2. Membership Responsibilities – Members of Langdon Community Church will, 
by God’s grace and empowering presence, endeavor to live according to these 
biblical responsibilities: 
 
 a. Grow in fruitfulness as a disciple, by obedience to, and living in, Jesus 

Christ as Lord, denying self and taking up one’s cross to follow him.  
 b. Worship regularly with the church family.  
 c. Serve faithfully in mission and ministry matched with a commitment to 

love God and neighbor, and grow in holiness in one’s personal, marriage, 
and family life.  

 d. Be willing to learn how to hear from the Lord through his word and in 
prayer and respond in faith and obedience.  



 e. Support the church financially through regular giving.  
 f. Be a witness as salt and light for Jesus Christ in one’s sphere of family, 

friends, relatives, workplace, neighborhood, and community.  
 g. Be willing to learn how to define, defend, live out, and spread the Gospel 

of God.   
 h. Respond to and respect the church leadership.  
 i. Love, encourage, support and pray for others.  
 
3. Decision-Making Privileges of Members – Voting members of this church are 
entitled to participate in congregational discernment and vote on the following 
matters: 
 
 a. The election of elders for this church;  
 b. The calling or dismissal of the lead pastor;  
 c. The annual budget; 
 d. The acquisition or sale of real property and related indebtedness; 
 e. Amendments to the Constitution and by-laws; 
 f. Major directional changes. 
 
4. Receiving New or Restored Members – Those who meet the Membership 
Requirements and subscribe to Membership Responsibilities may be received as a 
member upon recommendation of the elder board and welcomed at a regular 
church service or gathering. 
 
5. Status of Members 
 
 a. “Active members in good standing” shall include all members received 

into membership who have not been dismissed or placed on the inactive 
list. All active members in good standing, who are eighteen years and 
older, shall be eligible to vote. 

 b. “Non-resident members” are members in good standing who live too far 
away, or for reasons of health cannot attend regularly, but who maintain 
contact with this church, such as students, missionaries, armed forces 
personnel, retirement home residents, etc. 

 c. “Inactive members” are those who have been absent from this church for 
a period of twelve months with no valid reason. 

 d. Non-members may participate at membership gatherings, but not vote. 
 
6. Removing and Reinstating Members – Members may be removed from the 
membership of this church under the following conditions: 
 
 a. Removal – Members may be removed by a vote of the elder board and 

ratified at the next annual gathering under the following conditions: 
 
  i. Assumed a new permanent residence out of the area; 



  ii. Requested to be released from membership; 
  iii. Death; 
  iv. Attends another church; 
  v. Inactive members who have not responded to efforts to re-establish 

them as active members in a reasonable amount of time. 
 
 
7. Grievance or Discipline of Members – Where there is a grievance or a sin 
committed between members or in reference to pastors, staff, or the elder board or 
its members, the offended member(s), with an attitude of gentleness, sorrow, 
forgiveness, love, and brotherliness will be responsible to initiate confronting and 
reconciliation in a biblical manner outlined as follows:  
 
 a. Where a sin is observed or an offense has occurred, a private meeting 

should be arranged where the offended person lovingly confronts the 
offending person(s). 

 b. If the offending person refuses to listen, then one or two witnesses shall 
be taken along in an attempt to restore the offending person. At least one 
witness should be a leader in this church, to keep the process of 
restoration in as limited a circle as possible. 

 c. If the offending person refuses to listen to the two or three, the elder 
board may be requested to arrange and facilitate a meeting with all 
parties involved. 

 d. If the offending person refuses to heed the counsel of the elder board, the 
elder board shall determine the appropriate disciplinary action, which may 
include enlisting outside BGCA mediation and/or removal of the 
offending person from membership.  

 e. If removal from membership is indicated, a closed meeting of church 
members shall be convened, and a vote regarding the removal of the 
person from membership shall be taken. A two-thirds majority vote of 
members present is required to dismiss an offending member. 

 f. Any person thus removed may be reinstated in membership upon 
repentance and reconciliation. The process for reinstatement follows 
Article I-4, Receiving New or Restored Members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Affirmation of Faith   
 
THE WORD OF GOD - We believe that the Bible is the revealed Word of God, fully 
and verbally inspired, written under the direction of the Holy Spirit. We believe it is 
without error in the original manuscripts and is true and trustworthy in all that it 
asserts. It has supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
THE TRINITY - We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in 
three persons, that these are equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute 
distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption. 
 
GOD THE FATHER - We believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect 
in holiness, wisdom, power and love. We believe that He concerns Himself 
mercifully in the affairs of each person, that He hears and answers prayer, and that 
He Saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. 
 
GOD THE SON - We believe in Jesus Christ, existing eternally as God’s Son. In His 
incarnation He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, led a sinless life, 
performed miracles and taught with authority. We believe in his substitutionary 
atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for 
His people and personal visible return to earth. 
GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT - We believe in the Holy Spirit, who was sent by the Father 
and Son to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, and to regenerate, 
sanctify and empower all who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit 
indwells every believer in Christ and that He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. 
 
ANGELS - We believe that angels are a distinct order of created spiritual beings; that 
they can appear in human form; that good angels minister to human beings and 
serve God as special messengers; that Satan, a fallen angel, and his evil angels 
whom he leads, exercise great but limited evil power in the world, and will suffer 
final defeat at the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
REGENERATION - We believe that all people are sinners by nature and by choice 
and are, therefore, under condemnation. We believe that those who repent of their 
sins and trust Jesus Christ as Saviour are regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 
 
THE CHURCH - We believe in the universal church, the living spiritual body of which 
Christ is the Head and all regenerated persons are members. We believe in the local 
church, consisting of a community of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a 
credible profession of faith, and associated for worship, ministry and fellowship. We 
believe that the mission of the church is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ into 
our lost world. 
 
 



 
CHRISTIAN CONDUCT - We believe that Christians should live for the glory of God 
and the well-being of others; that their conduct should be blameless before the 
world; that they should be faithful stewards of their possessions; and that they 
should seek to realize for themselves and others the full stature of maturity in Christ. 
 
ORDINANCES - We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two 
ordinances to the local church: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe in 
Christian Baptism as the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the triune 
God. We believe that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ in order to 
remember His death. We believe that these two ordinances should be observed and 
celebrated until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM - We believe that every person is directly responsible to God. 
Believers should be free to covenant together in autonomous congregations without 
undue interference from any ecclesiastical or government authority. While 
respecting the authority of government we affirm the responsibility of the church to 
speak into the public forum. In matters of disagreement between Scripture and 
government, we believe we must obey God. 
 
CHURCH COOPERATION - We believe that local churches can best promote the 
cause of Jesus Christ by cooperating with one another in an association of 
likeminded congregations. Such an organization, whether a district or national 
conference, exists and functions by the will of the churches. Cooperation in a 
conference is voluntary and may be terminated at any time. Churches may likewise 
cooperate with inter-denominational fellowships on a voluntary, independent basis. 
 
LAST THINGS - We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to earth and the establishment of His kingdom. We believe in the resurrection 
of the body, the final judgment, the endless suffering of the unbeliever in Hell and 
the eternal joy of the believer in the presence of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4. Affirmation  
 
(To be filled out after membership meeting) 
 
 
 
I, _______________________________________________________,  

                               (print name) 

 
a. have provided responses within the application that are true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge. 
 

b. have read and understand the provided information on church membership. 
 

c. have read and understand the provided information on Langdon Community 
Church’s membership requirements and responsibilities. 
 

d. have read, understand and agree with Langdon Community Church’s 
Affirmation of Faith. 

 

 

Signature -                                                                                        Date -  

 

 

 

 
** Once signed and received your potential membership will be put before the 
existing church body at Langdon Community Church ** 
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